
Part 3

‘I was rejected by a lot of real estate 
agencies and their workers, being a 
non-binary person and not passing 
as a cis woman,’

‘I was told to leave. Dismissed. 

experience of life (told me) to tone 
the whole female thing down.

‘Appear as masculine as possible 
externally. And when I got into 
that mindset, in terms of what I 
needed to do for myself in order 

me here in my little abode.’
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‘I just manage to cover rent from 
fortnight to fortnight with rent and 
basically living costs,’

‘I subsidise my income with a bit 
of volunteer work. Occasionally 
I get a voucher for doing that, or 
a food parcel. Otherwise, I use 
community services, the foodbank.
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and some money is put away 
for bills. But everything else 
needs to be subsidised.’

‘It’s challenging for trans, intersex and 
non-binary people. There are no real 
existing services for us generally.

‘Using mainstream services is hard. 
You’ve got to have your armour on. 
Especially someone like myself. 

even just looks and attitude, 
and you get that uncomfortable 
feeling in certain surroundings.

‘Many of us, because of our past 
situations and experiences of 
homelessness, carry mental illness. 
Things like anxiety, depression.

‘Then you’ve got issues around 
bathrooms, toilets. A lot of us won’t use 
those services because we know the 
repercussions. So, there is a huge gap.’
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‘I can only just afford to pay 
rent but struggle to buy food 
when faced with other bills to 
pay,’

‘I secured it when I was working 
so it was affordable. I became 
unwell and lost my job, so it is not 
affordable now,’

‘I was at the edge of being 
homeless. Within days. And I was 
so lucky I had my mother to help 
me out in that moment,’

‘The most important thing for 
me, from my past experiences of 
being left on the street, is having 
a safe home, a safe place. So rent 
is the most important thing.

‘Sitting at the end of every fortnight, 
making sure that rent is paid, it’s 
number one. But it also comes with 

fear. Who knows when Centrelink 
is going to decide to review you 

they’ve done that to me in the 

‘We have our personal lives as well. 
People think when you’re a trans 
woman you’re just a crazy queen.

‘I’m not just a trans woman and 
advocate. I’m a homemaker and 
artist. I’ve got a mother who’s ill 
and who I look after a few days a 
week. A 90-year-old woman who 
is dying from cancer slowly.

‘I’ve got to look after myself. 
I’ve got to protect myself 

fridge. I cook and clean.

‘I live day to day, week to week, 
pension to pension. I’ve got to have 
somewhere safe to come home to.’
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