SERBIAN CASE STUDIES

MARA- FAMILY VIOLENECE AND HOMELESSNESS

Mara is a now a 67 year old Pensioner. Mara came to Australia in her best years.
Mara was happy when she first came to Australia. She felt accepted and quickly found
work- even though she didn’t speak English. Mara worked two jobs and had little time
to spend with her children, who were cared for by her parents.

Mara’s husband enjoyed the “sweet life”. He visited cafes and gambled and did not
work. He often harassed Mara and the children, sometimes hitting them. Mara
thought all the suffering would get better, but it just seemed to get worse with time.

The last time Mara’s husband hit her, she turned to the police for help. The Police
found her emergency accommodation for three days. After this accommodation Mara
stayed at a women’s refuge for three weeks. Mara is thankful that Australia does not
allow violence in the family.

Mara now lives in private rental housing and her children have grown up and left
home. She can’t afford the rent without her children’s help and needs help to find
somewhere she can live long term.

Mapa je neH3noHepKa Koja caga nma 67 rogmnHa. OHa je gowna y Ayctpanujy y
CBOjUM Hajbosbum rognHama. Ocehana ce npuxsaheHom n 6p30 je Halwa NOCA0 NMAKO
HUje 3HaNa eHrneckn. Mapa je pagmna gsa nocsia U MMana je Mano BpemeHa 3a CBOjy
AeLy KOjy Cy 4yBaan HEeHU poaUTebM.

MapUuH My je Yy*KMBAOo Yy ,,cNnaTKOM ¥uBoTy” . Ognasmo je y KadaHe, KOLKao ce U Huje
pagmo. Yecrto je mantpetupao Mapy n geuy, a noHeKaa ux n ygapao. Mapa je
Mmucnmna ga he ce cea natka NONpPaBuTK, an U3rneaa Aa je BpeMeHOM NocTajano
cBe rope.

Mocnearu NyT Kag, je Mapy my»K yaapu1o, oHa je oTULANa y NnoaAnuunjy 3a nomoh.
NMonnuajum cy joj HaWANM XMTaH CMeLTaj Ha Tpu aaHa. Nocne osora, Mapa je nposena
TPW Heaesbe y NPUXBATHOM CMELUTAjy 3a *KeHe. Mapa je 3axBa/siHa Ha TOMe WTO ce 'y
AycTpannju He [,03BO/baBa HaCU/be Yy NOPOAULM.

Mapa caga *X1MBW Yy NPMBATHO M3HAjM/bEHOM CTaHY, a Aela Cy joj ogpacnaa n oacennna
cy ce. OHa He moXe Aa npuyw T aa nnaha cTaH ako joj Aeua He NOMOrHy U Tpeba joj
nomoh aa Hahe rae he Aa XKMBU AYyXKM POK.



ANA- SHARING A HOUSE AND UNAFFORDABLE RENT

Bora and Ana left Croatia as refugees and came to Australia with their daughter’s
family. Ana and her husband lost their home, their jobs and left most of their relatives
and all of their friends back in Croatia.

When they first came to Australia they lived with their daughter’s family in
Dandenong. A few years later Bora passed away. Ana was 73 years old at that time.

Ana remained with the family for a little while, but began to feel that she is a burden.
On top of that, Ana’s son-in-law was taking financial advantage of her, taking money
out of her pension giving her just 530 per week to live with.

After 14 months, at 75 years of age, Ana moved into a rented place with three other
women so she could share the rent. She didn’t like living there. There were always
problems with the house. The landlord wouldn’t fix anything and even though she
was sharing the house, she still paid more than half of her pension in rent.

Bopa 1 AHa cy oTuwnm n3 XpBaTcKke Kao nsbernvue u gownu y Ayctpanujy Kog ceoje
hepke n eHe nopoguue y JaHaeHoOHr. HeEKOAMKO rogmnHa KacHuje bopa je ympo. AHa
je Taga umana 73 roguHe.

OHa je ocTana Koz pamunmnje jow mano, anu je novyena ga oceha aa nm je Ha Teperty.
MoBpx cBera, AHWH 3€T je no4yeo Aa je PUHAHCU|CKM ncKkopmuwhaBa TaKo LWITO je OH
noAn3ao HeHy NeHsujy, a BOoj AaBao 3a XKMBOT camo no 30 gonapa Heaes/bHO.

Mocne 14 meceum, Kaga je mana 75 roagnHa, AHa je Hall/a cTaH ca jow 3 KeHe ga 6u
MOrNa Aa Aenun TPOLKOBe CTaHapuHe. Hboj ce Tamo Huje cBuhano. YBeK je 6Uno Heknx
npobnema ca kyhom. Ma34a HUje XTeo HULWITA A3 NONpaB/ba, Na MAKO je aenuna Kyhy
ca ApyrMm cTaHapuma, jol yBeK je mopana ga nnaha Buwe oa nosa cBoje neHsuje 3a
CTaH.



PETER- PRIVATE RENTAL IS INSECURE AND YOU MAY NOT BE ABLE TO AGE IN PLACE

Peter is 70 years old and divorced from his wife 10 years ago. He has two children.
Peter has some mental health issues but he copes well with life unless it becomes very
stressful.

After Peter’s divorce, Peter found himself with no-where to live. Workers from a local
Serbian service quickly found him accommodation in a private bungalow. After a few
years Peter’s landlord decided to sell the house and informed Peter that he needed to
find somewhere else to live.

Peter again found new accommodation- but it did not suit him. He needed hand rails,
ramps and he couldn’t get into the shower. Peter was frail and he could not get
around the house or clean himself without these modifications. Peter did not know
where to get help.

MNetap uma 70 roamHa n npe 10 rogmnHa ce pa3seo oA xKeHe. OH nma gBoje aele.
MeTap nma nsBecHe Ncuxmyke npobaeme, anm 4o6po U3nasm Ha Kpaj OCUM Kag, My
YXMBOT NOCTaHe BEOMaA CTpecaH.

MNocne passoaa, MNeTap je Aowao y cuTyaumjy ga Hema rae ga *XmMBu. 3anocaeHu n3
JIOKANHOT CPMCKOr cepBMca cy My 6p30 HalM CMeLWTaj y NpMBaTHOM ByHranosy.
HeKkonuko rognHa KacHuje, lMeTpos rasga je oany4mno ga npoga Kyhy n obasectuno je
MeTpa g4a mopa ga npoHahe gpyru cTaH.

MeTap je oneT HalWao HOBW CTaH, a1 My HUje oarosapao. Tpebane cy My WKMNKe Ha
314y 3a NpuaprKaBarbe, NpuaasHe pamne 1 HUje morao ga yhe y Tyw. Metap je 6uo
cnabawaH 1 HMje morao aa ce kpehe no Kyhm HUTK Aa ce nepe 6€3 TUX NpPenpPaBKu
cTaHa. lMeTap HMje 3Hao rae ga ce obpatn 3a nomoh.



