URDU CASE STUDIES

ZAKIA- RENTING WITH FAMILY

Zakia’s husband died when her son Ahmed was seven years old. She wanted to
educate her son and started working as a teacher against her family’s consent.
In 1986, Ahmed was awarded scholarship in Australia; he liked living here and
eventually sponsored his mother and wife to join him.

Zakia was not happy with the decision; she didn’t want to leave her job and her
ancestral home in Pakistan. Upon arrival, Zakia was trying hard to adjust to a
completely new world with no interaction with people. In Pakistan, she was an
important figure among the women who would come to her for advice. But
adjusting with her son’s family was an even bigger challenge.

Ahmed was comparatively new to the country and was still going through the
transition phase. They were struggling financially to make ends meet. They
were renting a two bedroom house that was not enough for a family of five,
including Ahmed’s two school going children. With the constant financial
struggle, Ahmed was not in the position to rent a three bedroom house that
would definitely mean an increase in rent and bills.

These adjustment issues would turn into a conflict situation leaving every one
frustrated. Ahmed tried to mediate in most of such situations but Zakia could
foresee that his son’s marital life was at stake. Zakia has started thinking of
moving out. Although she has Permanent Residence, due to lack of interaction
with people, she is not aware of her rights and entitlements in Australia. She is
very confident that she can survive on her own but she needs help to find out
where to get help from.
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PARENTS MISTREATED BY THEIR CHILDREN

A couple well settled, wanted their parents to join them in Melbourne Australia.
The Parents knew that their son was in debt and before departing their birth
place, they decided to sell their property to help their only son to reduce his
debt burden.

The son and the family were very happy to see the parents. The grandchildren
were especially delighted. After settling down for few days without any
hesitation, the father happily gives their money to their son and said “To help
you reduce your debt | have sold the property in India. | have never been in debt
and how can | see my son in debt”.

The son was so thankful he sincerely touched his dad’s feet and hugged him
with tears in his eyes. The whole family had a very enjoyable and relaxed few
months together- but then the atmosphere changed and cracks started to
appear in the family. Both son and daughter in-law started to argue amongst
themselves behind closed doors and then in front of their parents. As the
parents tried to interfere, they were told to keep out as it is not their business,
yet they were the elders and felt it was their right to interfere to smooth things
out.

The wife was not happy working all day and coming home to prepare food for
the family and told her husband that he should ask his mother to make food in
the evening. The son was reluctant to ask. One day mother over heard their
argument and offered cook to help to keep peace in the family.

The daughter in law did not like the food that mother cooked and complained a
lot. Due to their age, the parents were getting very tired doing house chores
but did not complain to anyone. The parents could not go out as they didn’t
have a car and didn’t know how to get around. They had no contact with the
outside world. Both mum and dad started to get depressed. During a heart to
heart conversation they said “we came here to spend quality time with our
children but never thought that we would suffer this way, we can't go back to
India, we have no friends, what should we do?”. Many thoughts were going
through their minds. “We are their parents and not the servants, why are our
children are treating us this way”.



Ol s Sl L L lila WL LS 5 gl ) (e Ll Sl S cpally il 1558 2L 53 S
ASIE LS Alad 3 sl gl e g ie J8 o 556 Gy b B G AS L aglaa S
RS S a8 n i S Sy il Saualaila e

Gy osh pald e Sa - W0 Uid s o S¢S S cpally il plails Sl By
S o S S S S S e dedeS el o S B LA
Al ) Gae Gl e ¢ o IS DS aS G B jLaial ) ' SIS S
o oA S S A ) e 5L Gl U a8 e 28 e 3 S kg
o Bl S

O 03655l Shsen m S Al i w pagla 5o ) L IR SE o s Uy
— LA i gl Sl plala s e gaS L WEY K Gl il S (5 sl
s 05 e 5 o € g 58 WSy (Jln ae OA sl B iy Jsale gy (53
=S olly Sl e dx e sl S Male By g e SO e S s)ls)0
o o5 RS LELS (ol (S (S S (S S8 sl gn S ol - B s o el
o 8 2 5 S a8 ey~ 8l ¢ o e el G o hS0S ) )90

o 1 mad Sl Ulgalis O alae AS LS e puina

LS e O g sl T Gl SUS B8 e 3 A8 S ot LA e Db Gl o
-L)SQMML@SSQ\JDJ,\SC?S:&LJLAG.U\bjASL&.SCmuL:\AC.Ig\:w\c/__\\_ul_ﬂ.é
O e 08S sl G om S (S Usisn O ok Do Sl - UWaSan s 8 b B

LS Ui (S _ISG LS LA S

s S e ()L (S S 65 Sl gl Ll G i UeS ) LSO S Gaa S g

O S (S sl S e e Sl s (S 8 a8 S 58 gl
i sl o al ) e S Gl SO 550 ASEsS e e b oSl - (S
0550 Gl sl Ule - Le G Bl AsS BGH i lin (S b ¢ s gaS Gae o Jb S

lea! il S Uom Y Ul " S US Susdl S S8l (S da N ) sl

Ol g o ¢ Sila (uigg 7 b sl nS L O S s (e O 8 ) ) R
oo 02 ST e LS LS (e ¢ o plaad Casd (A8 2 e A6 S Gt s ol

B b e 3 2 Sl e S ol S L e 0 pseS b Jled

RISTI SIS YSEN



Resolution:

One day mum was sick and could not prepare food or clean the house. Seeing
her in her bed, the children got very angry but when they realised she was not
well, they called the doctor who visited mum at home. Mum and dad were both
very happy to see the doctor. The doctor asked them about their life in India
and both burst out into tears and told the doctor how unhappy they are here
and how they are not allowed to go out or talk to anyone.

As the doctor had experienced many similar cases before, he knew exactly what
to do. The parents agreed for the doctor to take appropriate action and they
were referred to Home at Last. Home at Last were able to get the couple
somewhere to live in a few months. They kept in touch with their son, but the
conflict was no longer there. They now live happily in public housing.
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